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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
IN ANNAPOLIS AND ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY

Colonists first settle at the site of Annapolis

Maryland enacts its first law that includes the word “slave” in the title and assumes all Africans served for life

A new Maryland law states that a white woman who marries an African slave serves the slave's master for life as a slave
herself (violating English common law tradition); children born of such relationships are slaves as are children of enslaved
mothers

Indians kill one of Major Welch's “Negroes” at his plantation at the head of the South River

Maryland law changes: children born to white mothers and African-American fathers as well as children born to free
African-American women are considered free but are often bound out as laborers

Before 1690 the average local farmer owning bond labor had 1.41 slaves or less; after 1690 that figure increased to nearly
six slaves per farm

Servants and slaves are released from doing chores on Sundays
Slaves are required to carry passes signed by their master or overseer whenever they leave their plantation

Sites of St. John’s College and Annapolis State House become the target of an alleged revolt by approximately 200 slaves
from Prince George's County wha intended to take over the colony; the plan fails

Forty-eight ships carrying nearly 2000 slaves clear customs in Annapolis

Fifty captured African Angolans aboard the slave ship Jenny successfully assist the captain in fighting off a French
privateer sloop. When the ship reaches its destination at London Town on the South River, they are sold as slaves

Kunta Kinte (of Roots fame) arrives in Annapolis as part of a cargo of slaves aboard the slave ship Lord Ligonier
Census figures show a County African American population (slave and free) of 5,502 versus 7,848 whites
Quakers in Maryland outlaw slavery among their members

Slaves in the County outnumber the free white population

The Nat Turner Rebellion causes Maryland to fighten its manumission laws: free slaves are to leave the State or risk
becoming re-enslaved, however, a loophole enables free blacks to remain in Maryland with annual permits

Free African Americans begin to buy property and settle in “Freetown” in North County — the largest free black community
prior to the Civil War

Fair Haven resort is opened by the Weems family to attract passengers to the Weems' steamships which are manned and
operated almost entirely by Weems' slaves

The U.S. Naval Academy is founded at the site of Fort Severn in Annapolis; free and enslaved African Americans play a
role in its history

Forty-five percent of the black popuiatibn in Annapolis is free; 55 percent slave

Ben Boardley, bofn a slave around 1830, invents a steam engine to drive the first cutter of a sloop of war at the U.S. Naval
Academy

William Parker, an escaped slave from the Roedown plantation in south County, becomes a hero of the Christiana
Resistance in Pennsylvania
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